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enormous desire to serve humanity. She is
funny and fun; a companion to do something
crazy with and a friend so loyal and so sen-
sitive that your moment of need is the moment
she is at your side. She approaches life as
she approaches her work, with passion and a
great heart. As an aside, my wife Janis and I
will always remember her opening her home
to us for our wedding.

The daughter of distinguished and philan-
thropic parents, Lillian and Harvey Silbert,
Lynne chose—as a young widow with two
small children—to go back to school. She re-
ceived her degree in counseling and started
her career with a small nonprofit organization
that provided support, education and hope to
cancer patient and their families. She has
helped that organization grow from a small
yellow house in Santa Monica to an inter-
national organization with facilities throughout
the United States and in Japan and Israel.

Over 19 years later, Lynne is still with the
Wellness Community. She has led thousands
of support groups, and has infused thousands
of cancer patients with hope and determina-
tion. Especially noteworthy is her work with
children—both the kids of cancer patients and
those who suffer with cancer themselves. Be-
loved by adolescents because she never has
lost her own youthfulness, she has both cre-
ated and facilitated hundreds of groups to sup-
port young people battling this dread disease.
It takes enormous skill, empathy and grace to
do this difficult work. Lynne has an abundance
of each of these attributes.

Her good works aren’t limited, however, to
the Wllness Community. She is a member of
the Cedars-Sinai Medical Center Board of
Governors and is active with the American
Friends of Hebrew University. She is the
mother of two accomplished daughters: Jill
and Gina and, although you’d never know it,
the grandmother of four. She is married to a
distinguished member of Los Angeles’ medical
community, Dr. Seth Weingarten.

Mr. Speaker, distinguished Colleagues, I
ask you today to join me in saluting Lynne
Silbert and congratulating her this honor,
which she so richly deserves. She embodies
the Spirit of Humanity. To know her is to be
greatly blessed and to find your life immeas-
urably enriched.
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Mr. ENGEL. Mr. Speaker, since he arrived
in Mount Vernon from Charleston, South Caro-
lina 30 years ago, Reginald Lafayette has held
so many responsible positions in the City we
can rightly ask; Could we have gotten along
without him.

He started in politics as a Democratic Dis-
trict Leader, a position he still holds. Some of
the other positions he holds or has held are
the Democratic Chairman of the City of Mount
Vernon, member of the Westchester County
Democratic Executive Committee, member of
the Black Democrats of Westchester, former
member of the United States Selective Service
Board No. 104, former member of the Mount
Vernon Postal Service Board, former Execu-

tive Vice President of the Mount Vernon Chap-
ter of the N.A.A.C.P., former Treasurer of the
Independent Citizen’s League, former Presi-
dent of the Mount Vernon Lions Club, former
member of the Board of Directors of the West-
chester Opportunity Program, and former
member of the Mount Vernon Day Care Cen-
ter.

He did all of this while working full time for
Met Life for his first nine years in Mount
Vernon.

Besides all of the above, he served as
Commissioner of Human Rights, as the City of
Mount Vernon Deputy Controller for 14 years,
and is a member of the Westchester County
Board of Elections and the New York State
Election Commissioner Association.

He has worked hard to make his community
a better place to live and he has succeeded
admirably, I and many others in Mount Vernon
have long admired his diligence and his ability
to achieve results. We are all thankful that we
have Reggie among us. I am thankful to know
him and to be his friend.
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Mrs. CAPPS. Mr. Speaker, it is with great
pleasure that I rise today to recognize one of
the ‘‘greenest’’ commercial buildings in the Na-
tion, Donald Bren Hall. This important struc-
ture houses the Donald Bren School of Envi-
ronmental Science & Management at the Uni-
versity of Southern California, Santa Barbara
and is a living laboratory for sustainable green
building practices and materials.

Donald Bren Hall incorporates all of the lat-
est elements of sustainable design, including
solar photovoltaic panels that capture the sun-
light to provide almost 10 percent of the build-
ing’s electricity, natural air cooling using ocean
breezes and energy-efficient lamps and bal-
lasts, including motion and ambient light sen-
sors to control lighting levels.

Recyclable materials are used throughout
the building, including reclaimed carpets, rub-
ber flooring made from recycled tires, ceiling
tiles made from cornstarch and recycled paper
and roofing materials that insulate and reduce
energy consumption. Windows have a device
that automatically shuts off the room’s heating
system when opened and reclaimed water is
used for irrigation. The building will use 27 to
40 percent less electricity than a conventional
structure.

The new Donald Bren Hall will achieve the
Platinum rating from the U.S. Green Building
Council for Leadership in Energy and Environ-
mental Design—or LEED—which is the high-
est level of distinction given to a capital project
that meets or exceeds the strictest require-
ments of the LEED Green Building Rating
System.

Mr. Speaker, clearly this building is a role
model not only for UCSB, but also for other
university campuses throughout the state and
country. This building stands as a testament to
what is possible when engineers, suppliers
and architects work together to achieve a

practical, environmentally-friendly balance be-
tween a structure’s comfort and its
functionality. They have set the bar very high,
and I hope this building’s influence extends
beyond the university setting and into the
realm of business and commercial develop-
ment.

On Friday, April 19, 2002 Donald Bren Hall
will be officially welcomed to the Santa Bar-
bara community, Mr. Speaker, I hope my col-
leagues will join me today in congratulating
the University of California, Santa Barbara for
its vision and commitment to working with and
on the behalf of our precious environment
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Mr. KIRK. Mr. Speaker, I would like to con-
gratulate nine students from Stevenson High
School in Lincolnshire, Illinois who competed
in the prestigious U.S. Academic Decathlon
contest over the weekend. Created in 1981,
the rigorous program tests students in 10 cat-
egories: art, economics, essay, interview, lan-
guage and literature, mathematics, science,
social science, speech, and super-quiz. This
year’s super-quiz topic was ‘‘E–Communica-
tion: The Internet and Society.’’

Stevenson’s decathlon team has risen to
statewide prominence since it was formed six
years ago. The team placed seventh in the Illi-
nois competition in 1997 and fourth the two
following years. The squad placed fifth in
2000, second last year and third this year in
the state-wide competition.

The team who competed over the weekend
in Phoenix, Arizona consisted of: Julia Wal-
lace, a senior from Long Grove; Jessica
Eggert, a senior from Hawthorn Woods; Dan
Pyster, a senior from Lincolnshire; Dan
Kaplan, a senior from Lincolnshire; Jackie
Lantz, a senior from Buffalo Grove; Chad
Spiegel, a senior from Buffalo Grove; Ryan
Schaefges, a senior from Buffalo Grove; Eric
Swanson, a junior from Buffalo Grove; and
Jeff Waxman, a junior from Buffalo Grove.

I want to commend these students and
teachers who have worked tirelessly on the
weekends and after school to prepare to
achieve this goal. The team from Stevenson
entered the competition ranked 10th in the na-
tion. They faced 55 schools from 40 states
which were broken up into three divisions
based on their size. The Stevenson team
placed 8th in the largest division and 11th in
the nation. Congratulations for all your hard
work.
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Mr. VISCLOSKY. Mr. Speaker, it is with
great pleasure and enthusiasm that I wish to
congratulate Mr. James ‘‘Butch’’ Blevins for his
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